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- CIA’s Latin buildup
| plan assailed

-By David Rogers -
Globe Staff -

WASHINGTON - In thelr strongest lan-

| guage to date, House Democratic and Repub-
lican Jeaders sharply criticized plans within
the Administration yesterday to escalate co-
vert acnvny in Nicaragua, ‘with minority -

Jeader Robert Michel saying.

.he could not

“conceive” of President Ronald Reagan ap- -
provmg the levcls bem,g proposed by the

CIA.

*l can't’ conccivc of us going “to thc

" lengths

that have.been reported,” said the

- Nlinois Repubucan He said he told Reagan
directly of his “‘dismay” at the reports ata_
“’sman‘pnvate ‘White Honse juncheor———=

‘*Whatever cause

there is for some sof:

these stories may well have been plcked up-.
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, Mlche] s comments came as
$ouse Intelligenge “chairman Ed-

¢ard Boland (D-Mass.) said he

):puld “absolute}y”.press for a final
;b‘le :.h)saveekzpmthc —nzsolution m

finate :
paiker"rhomu@.?o Nedll’ Jr.v

jso condemned thelatest steps by

bae’:\dnnmstration 1 foescalate mili- -
$:7y " pressure -on:Nicaragua. &
Mhink itisawful “I%hink It4s abso-s
ely mwful; " sald ‘the. liberal

%gcrat {1hink {3 rightentng:
3 J:mcrlcah@ubllc and thc
’thqr:i'in "N Jat's an>
nnccdcd show @strength and an
finnreded show! :n?%trcngth can”

fusc terrible problems :

Botli O'Nellland ‘Boland - have

i .\m. V/ A

from some wagking papers.”.said Michel. B on rohoistently scautious about -
~but the: GOP-deader insisted -thal -Reagam:  groqicting passageof the resolu-
had neither made a decislon nor even 8EED. Lo Bt among~i)unocmts there.

~_the new proposals, o

“1 just expounded my mpm chsmay at ﬁmd the initiative which may gain -
what | was reading. Judas Priest, we have fairength from -the concern - now_
not been talking about that kind of thing . .

] just can't imagine this is the route werel
going.

“lt's really gumng us and undercutting .

" he said in reference to the impact on
h‘.s own efforts to find some compromise (o1
blunt a Democratic-sponsored resolution:

this week to terminate all aid. “The Presi-
dent assured me that 1 was not going to be

left hanging out there .
write a story based on opﬁon papers. It's an-

. It's one thing to

other to be based on a decision.”

More than a week.ago, sources rtported"

that the size @f the -anti-Sandinista fnsur-
genc;, was cxpected to grow to between’

15000

. 93 12,000 and
and the. CIA 15 Xnown to .

nave discussed’ these figures’ with
intelligence Committee members.

Whether a

final decision has been

made is disputed, but ‘The New

York Times published a report yes-
terday saying the White House had
already given general approval to

P

lans including stepped up

aid to.

the guerrillas and a campaign of
sabotage against Cuban installa-

tions in Nicaragua.:

apmrstobcincmsedumtybe

?vj the opnonsh:tng-rcvicwcd bvE

o .‘_._‘-—*.__L

the President. "~ <

“Rep. Dave McCurdy “{D-Oklal,
one of the most conservative Demo-
crats on the House committee, said
yesterday that ‘he would riow sup-
port Boland after talking with the
Administration about a possible
compromise. majority leader Jim
“Wright (D-Texas) last week dis-
missed any prospect for a last min-
ute agreement as remote.

“**The President is a politician
and he has political types working
«for him," 'said.a Republican source,
‘close to the Senate Intelligence.
‘Committee, which has been watch-:
-ing the House fight from the side-.
lines. ™l think the House may send-,
him a message this week.™
Though the CIA has yet to sub-

-

mit any new finding to support a
major increase in the covert aid..
the operation and its costs ‘have
grown steadily in recent months:
and, according'tomties 1svirtual-
ly-beyond the agency’s control.

*A Senate Intelligence Committee
source said ystcxﬂay’t.hat “before
he end of this fiscal ycaqu)t. 30, «
ithe annua]-cost -of ithe  operation

_expected to be ‘near $40 mil- -
-llon. and by the same:calculations
-the cost for 1984 .could bccloscr to |
50million: - - - !

‘¥ The Senate < committec. whﬂe';

ynot directly challenging the Admin-
-istration. has -set aside less than
-half this total in a reserve fund in
.the 1884 authorization act. Release °

-of ithese monies. will:be subject to

_approval -of a newfinding to be

submitted by the Administration.

“This arrangement has Teceived
xmuch less attention than the-

" House bill, but it gives the commit-
1ee an-unprecedented veto over fur-
ther covert activity. '

" “"Sen. Malcolm Wallop (R-Wyo.).

chatrman -of the budget subcom-
>mnittee, said he expected the autho-
rizing bill to come to the fioor
Thursday. Sources said that CIA

.director William Casey met with

Sen. Danie} Patrick Moynihan (D-

“N.Y.), the ranking Democrat on the

committee, yesterday to discuss the

- Nicaragua issue.

Moynihan refused any com-
ment later on the reported buildup.
“Whilea recent intelligence analysis

has down play_g the ‘“thmt of the

msurgents to the Nicaraguan gov-.
ernment, the size of the operation
is .still a.major concern, in Con-
gress, and whatever the outcome in
the House. a strong vote against:
the President could strengthen the
Senate committee’'s resolve to cd'rb

further aid.
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